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Introduction ofthe Patrick Watt Memorial Lecture.
I first met Patrick in 1984 when I joined the
Department as Musgrave Professor of Pathology. He
was already recognized as a phenomenon far beyond
the ordinary. He was an accomplished and dedicated
clinical surgeon who nevertheless found himself
content in the laboratory study of disease. Working
with Jimmy Sloan, Patrick established and developed
a programme of pathological investigation based on
the quantity of analysis of histological images.
Through his personal efforts and through the
recruitment of a young and exceptionally able
assistant, Peter Hamilton, who is now a senior lecturer
in our department, quantitative pathology became
firmly established in Belfast and has since developed
into one of our most successful methodologies with
applications and collaborations in numerous fields of
clinical medicine.
As a practising pathologist, Patrick was also an
innovator and an professional leader. By combining
his professional skills in surgery and pathology he
played a key role in developing in Belfast a clinic-
based service in fine-needle aspiration cytology on
which modem surgical practice has come increasingly
to rely.
Finally, as a person Patrick was the finest of
colleagues, he was gentle and considerate in all his
personal dealings, yet forceful and determined in
pursuing the interests of his patients and of his
research. I count myself privileged at having enjoyed
his acquaintance. Patrick himself is irreplaceable but
his legacy to pathology will live on for many years to
come, this lecture today is one small attempt to
commemorate Patrick's memory and to highlight his
association with scientific pathology in the clinical
context.
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